472 


The American Journal of Nursing 


In view of the above you may be surprised to hear that for the 
last two years my name has been enrolled on the list of eligible volunteers. 

In my letter to-day I am simply trying to help solve the problem 
of why the ex-army nurses do not respond, by giving to the Journal a 
few of the reasons known to me; and although perfectly in accord with 
them in regard to the objectionable features of army nursing, I per¬ 
sonally feel that should my country ever again need my services I will 
cheerfully give them even under the old conditions. 

With the present ever-increasing prospect of something much more 
serious than the dawn “ Coming up like thunder out of China 'crost 
the bay,” surely the nurses of this country are not going to leave the 
medical department with a list of fifty names from which to draw its 
volunteer staff. 

No matter what may be our views in regard to the conditions im¬ 
posed by army service, who of us who have served under the Stars and 
Stripes in Cuba, Porto Pico, China, the Philippines, and in the camps 
of the United States will fail to respond to the celebrated toast of Ad¬ 
miral Decatur: 

“ Our country ! * * * May she always be right; but right or wrong, 
our country.” 

Esther V Hasson, 
Ex-Army and Spanish War Nurse. 


To the Editor: It is true that state registration for nurses is one 
of the longest steps yet taken towards establishing the profession of 
nursing on its proper basis in the eyes of the world; that is to say, 
ranking it among those professions the members of which are honorably 
and legally recognized, and cannot be competed with by any who have 
not carried out the prescribed length of study required for making them 
members of such professions. 

It is true that nurses are working hard all over the world to gain 
recognition as a body by the state, and to impress on it the necessity 
that it should grant them its protection; and in a measure they have 
accomplished their object. Many lawyers and some doctors are inter¬ 
ested in the effort, and cooperate in it; but outside of these, who is 
there of the general public who knows of the effort that is being made? 
The world in general does not know what nurses are trying to obtain, 
and because of its ignorance is not lending its interest. Why is it that 
more of what is being done or written is not published in the daily news¬ 
papers, as well as in the nursing periodicals, so that the public can 
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become interested, and therefore educated to the fact that the profession 
of nursing is as important as the medical profession, and that quackery 
among nurses is not to be countenanced any more than quackery in 
any other profession ? 

It seems to me that the real help towards establishing this state of 
things is not coming from doctors, who, in spite of all that nurses have 
done, still continue to employ untrained nurses; nor from lawyers, who 
admit that registration is right and let it go at that; but from the 
every-day reading public, who are our true employers, and are the ones 
who would naturally demand skilled work for good money. Also, it is 
only by giving wide publicity to the matter that those women who have 
no right to style themselves “ trained nurses,” but nevertheless demand 
trained nurses’ fees, can be reached, and have the enormity of their 
deception placed before them and the public. 

Monthly and weekly periodicals reach comparatively few; news¬ 
papers reach everyone. Therefore let all such articles as the one on 
“ The Progress of Registration,” written by Miss L. L. Dock, be pub¬ 
lished in every daily paper, and not confined solely to the American 
Journal of Nursing. I am writing this from my own personal ex¬ 
perience, and also because I have heard educated members of the reading 
public express ignorance and surprise that such a step as state registra¬ 
tion is in existence, and wonder what its accompanying benefits may 
be to the public. If publicity is not given to registration, the privilege 
of writing R. N. after her name will not be of any more value to the 
nurse in the future than the diploma and badge have been to her in 
the past. 

Phyllis S. Wood, 
Graduate Buffalo General Hospital. 


Dear Editor : I should like to say to “ Yearling ” that when in 
doubt, an excellent rule to follow is to do that which is useful to one’s 
patient, for it is the nurse who is of service who continues to be in de¬ 
mand. As to diaper washing, I started on my career as a private nurse 
with the idea that it was work which did not belong to me, and I clung 
to that idea for some time, until I found out how upsetting it was to 
an entire household to add that to the work of an already overburdened 
servant. If there is a laundress, regularly employed, I give her the 
diapers to do, but I wash out the soiled ones as soon as they are taken 
off the baby, and leave them soaking in cold water and ivory soap. The 
good feeling this brings forth repays me for the little extra work. All 



